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(2) be a citizen of the United States 
who, in good faith under color of title 
or claiming as a riparian owner, had, 
prior to February 27, 1925, placed valu-
able improvements upon or reduced to 
cultivation any of such public lands. 

§ 2545.2 Applications. 
(a) Claimants under the Act of 1925 

have a preferred right of application 
for a period of 90 days from the date of 
filing of the plat of survey of lands 
claimed by them. Applications for pub-
lic lands under the Act of 1954 must be 
filed within 1 year after August 24, 1954, 
or 1 year from the date of the official 
plat or resurvey, whichever is later. All 
applications must be filed in the proper 
office (see § 1821.2–1 of this chapter). 

(b) Every application must be accom-
panied by a filing fee of $10, which is 
not returnable. 

(c) No particular form is required but 
the applications must be typewritten 
or in legible handwriting and must con-
tain the following information: 

(1) The name and post office address 
of the applicant. 

(2) The legal description and acreage 
of the public lands claimed or desired. 

(3) The legal description of the lands 
owned by the applicant, if any, adjoin-
ing the public lands claimed or desired. 
If the claim is based on ownership of 
such adjoining lands, the application 
must be accompanied by a certificate 
from the proper county official or by 
an abstractor, showing the date of ac-
quisition of the lands by the applicant 
and that the applicant owns the lands 
in fee simple as of the date of applica-
tion. 

(4) If the applicant is a color-of-title 
applicant under the Act of 1925, a state-
ment whether or not the applicant is a 
citizen of the United States. 

(5) If the application is based on color 
of title or riparian claim under the Act 
of 1925, a statement fully disclosing the 
facts of the matter; or if the applica-
tion is based on peaceful, adverse pos-
session under the Act of 1954, a similar 
statement showing peaceful, adverse 
possession by the applicant, or his 
predecessors in interest, since the 
issuance of the patent to the lands ad-
joining the claimed lands. 

(6) A statement showing the improve-
ments, if any, placed on the public 

lands applied for including their loca-
tion, nature, present value, date of in-
stallation, and the names of the person 
or persons who installed them. 

(7) A statement showing the cultiva-
tion, if any, of the lands applied for, in-
cluding the nature, location, and dates 
of such cultivation. 

(8) The names and post office address-
es of any adverse claimants, settlers, 
or occupants of the public lands applied 
for or claimed. 

(9) The names and post office address-
es of at least two disinterested persons 
having knowledge of the facts relating 
to the applicant’s claim. 

(10) A citation of the act under which 
the application is made. 

§ 2545.3 Publication and protests. 
(a) The applicant will be required to 

publish once a week for five consecu-
tive weeks in accordance with § 1824.3 
of this chapter, at his expense, in a des-
ignated newspaper and in a designated 
form, a notice allowing all persons 
claiming the land adversely to file with 
the Bureau of Land Management, 
Washington, DC, their objections to 
issuance of patent under the applica-
tion. A protestant must serve on the 
applicant a copy of the objections and 
furnish evidence of such service. 

(b) The applicant must file a state-
ment of the publisher, accompanied by 
a copy of the notice published, showing 
that publication has been had for the 
required time. 

§ 2545.4 Price of land; other condi-
tions. 

(a) Persons entitled to a patent under 
the Act of 1954 must, within 30 days 
after request therefor, pay, under the 
same terms and conditions, the same 
price per acre as was paid for the land 
included in their original patent. 

(b) Persons entitled to a patent under 
the Act of 1925, within 30 days after re-
quest therefor, must pay the appraised 
price of the lands, which price will be 
the value of the lands as of the date of 
appraisal, exclusive of any increased 
value resulting from the development 
or improvement of the lands for agri-
cultural purposes by the applicant or 
his predecessors in interest but inclu-
sive of the stumpage value of any tim-
ber cut or removed by them. 
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